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The project
MARLITER promotes exchange of 
information, knowledge and expertise on 
the state of the marine environment in 
the Black Sea Basin. This is achieved 
through enhanced online public access to 
environmental monitoring data and data 
tools for the region. The project is a joint 
effort of the Black Sea NGO Network of 
Varna, Bulgaria, NGO Mare Nostrum of 
Constanta, Romania, the Aristotle 
University of Thessaloniki, Greece, the 
Ukrainian Scientific Center of Ecology of 
the Sea of Odesa, Ukraine, and the Black 
Sea Eco Academy of Batumi, Georgia. The 
five partners work together to improve 
cross-border cooperation among diverse 
groups of stakeholders and strengthen 
capacity building for the reduction of 
marine litter in the Black Sea Basin.

Environmental monitoring data for the Black Sea
Basin and the reduction of marine litter
marliter.bsnn.org

The regional training on the use of the MARLITER ICT tool has brought together 
key stakeholders from Bulgaria, Georgia, Greece, Romania and Ukraine, 
representing national and local administrations, water management agencies, 
port and maritime authorities, fisheries, businesses, research institutes, 
academia and expert NGOs. The training put an emphasis on state-of-the-art 
monitoring for marine litter and the process of integrating data and 
information into the process of adaptive policy making for marine litter 
reduction. Important topics included the implementation of policy tools and 
measures to abate pollution from marine debris in the five countries. Scientists 
and experts discussed the current state of the Black Sea environment and 
outlined the status of marine litter at national level. Both at research and 
policy level European Union initiatives are leading the way for reduction of 
marine litter. This is visible in the practices and implemented solutions equally 
in EU and non-EU countries in the Black Sea Basin.

Cross-border exchange

Focus on national priorities
National stakeholder events provided a review of project activities and data 
products and services available at the web-based portal. The resources for 
information, education and management activities available there were 
promoted to administrations, scientists, experts and communities in the 
partner countries. Depending on the current policies and public discussions in 
the five countries the events touched upon a large range of issues: from 
improving separate collection and recycling of solid waste to gradual phasing 
out of single-use plastics; from tackling floating litter to improvement of port 
reception facilities for dealing with passively fished waste or actively fishing 
for litter. The project partners were actively working to involve diverse groups 
of stakeholders in collaborative efforts to address the complex issues of 
environmental management and marine litter reduction. A focal point was the 
follow-up of MARLITER and ensuring a momentum for sustained actions towards 
a better state of the Black Sea environment.

Marine Litter Monitoring New Interactive Tool Engaging Stakeholders 
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Course sessions have typically acquainted 
participants with the main features of 
marine environment, and the 
contemporary methods and tools for 
environmental monitoring. Another topic 
has been the application of citizen 
science and the development of skills for 
its application. Good practices for the 
reduction of riverine and marine litter 
pollution have proved also popular with 
young people. Interactive teaching 
methods, quizzes, group work and 
practical tasks have ensured the 
motivation and commitment of youth with 
marine litter issues.

Engaging youth
Online courses, based on the e-learning 
module, provide opportunities for non-
formal education of young people and 
volunteers for deepening their ocean 
literacy and understanding the causes and 
impacts of plastic litter on the marine 
environment. The courses have been 
provided in the language of each of the 
five countries part of the project and 
adapted to the participants’ background. 
The online form has enabled also the 
involvement of students living inland, thus 
reaching a wider audience.

џ Environmental, economic and social impacts of marine litter pollution
џ What steps can we take to reduce marine litter at European, regional and 

national level and through our everyday choices

џ What happens when marine litter floats on the surface, sinks to the sea 
bottom or disintegrates to microscopic particles

џ Environmental monitoring goals and methods
џ Beach litter monitoring — how everyone can contribute to it

џ Citizen science — approaches and types of activities 

The e-learning module is an essential part of the ICT tool. It aims to empower 
young people with deeper understanding about the marine environment, help 
them develop skills to participate in citizen science, and support them in daily 
decisions for the reduction of marine litter. E-learning courses, using materials 
from the module in the local languages, are successfully conducted in all 
project countries. The learning materials cover a series of topics about the 
marine environment suited for non-formal education. Each theme is developed 
in a brief presentation or a short video and further elaborated through quizzes, 
tasks and suggestions for outdoor or in-class activities. Major topics include:

E-learning

џ Marine environment — main features of the Black Sea ecosystems
џ Regional policy for protection of the marine environment

Capacity building for youth includes 
activities aiming to involve students, 
volunteers, teachers, university lecturers, 
environmental and community activists in 
non-formal marine education. A first step 
is to prepare future educators. 

Training the trainers

Each project partner conducted a national 
training of trainers, acquainting 
participants with the resources for non-
formal education and the larger toolbox, 
developed within MARLITER. The trainings 
contained an introduction to the 
application of spatial information for 
environmental education; presentation of 
the ICT Tool and its functionality; as well 
as good practices for marine litter 
reduction. Sessions dedicated to citizen 
science and the use of the project's e-
learning module provided insights for 
future trainers in ocean literacy. Where 
public health conditions permitted, 
participants received hands-on experience 
on beach litter monitoring outdoors.
The training of trainers is an investment 
in marine educators that will outlast the 
MARLITER project.
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